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August 31, i 9 7 0 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

/A 


FROM: 


Henry A, Kissinger 


SUBJECT: Your Private Meeting with, the Vice President on 

His Visit to East Asia . . 

w . 

* 

■ 

• * 

Following the NSC meeting on September 1 you- will have a private 
meeting with the Vice President to hear his report. Secretary Rogers 
and I will sit in. The Vice President will probably feel more free 
i-n the ivrivate session to give his evaluations of the Asian leaders 

and their views on their own -- and our -- problems. 

» , • 

. . * , 

The highlights of each stop and questions you might wish to ask the 

Vice President are below. * ... 

■ 1 • • * 

Republic of Korea \ 

President Park repeatedly pressed the Vice President for assurances 
that there would be no further reductions in U. S. troops (beyond the 
already decided 20, 000) until the ROK forces modernization program is 
completed -- in effect, giving the ROK a veto power on U.S. withdrawals 
This impasse was not resolved. However, the ROKG subsequently 
agreed to discuss both troop withdrawal and the modernization program. 

for the ROK forces. 

President Park accepted the Vice. President's description of the public 
relations problem faced by you, but clearly gave priority to his own 
short-term need to reassure the Korean people. 


You might wish to ask: 

--Is Park's emotionalism such as to induce him to do things 
which could cause us trouble, such as calling for a return 
of ROK troops from Vietnam? How should we handle Park? 
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.President Chiang and Chiang Ching-Kuo argued against continuation of 
the Warsaw Talks. They said that Peking is building up its armed forces 
(particularly its air force and navy) for a surprise attack on Taiwan. 
They again asked for F-4s and submarines, and President CKTang is 
sending a personal appeal to you via the Vice President. 

• . * « 

The Vice President explained the need to set MAP priorities due to the 
critical situation in Cambodia, and said we would take steps to minimize 
the effects of military aid cuts on the GRC. He emphasized the firmness 
• of our commitment to help in the defense of Taiwan. 

The atmospherics of the visit were nevertheless excellent, and the GRC 
issued a statement agreeing with the Vice President on the desirability, 
of preserving Cambodia's neutrality ana sovereignty. 

t « « ' 

♦ ■ , 

■ * „ # 

* • - 

You might wish to ask: % 

. ♦ ♦ * • 

* • ■ 

-- Will President Chiang take the military aid cuts lying down, 

or will we be hearing from the GRC through friends in 

. Congress? 

a 

The Republic of Vietnam 

Ambassador Bunker reported that the Vice President's visit was very 
worthwhile and appreciated by the Vienamese. This is confirmed by an 
intelligence report which indicates that President Thieu thought the visit 
and his meeting with the Vice President had gone well; this session was 
largely devoted to the economic situation, progress of Vietnamization, 
and Cambodia. There was no controversy surrounding the meetings 
between the Vice President and the South Vietnamese. They did make 
known their need for continued military and economic aid, however. 

You might wish to ask: . 

* 

--“What is the real state Of play between Thieu and Ky? Is Ky 
capable of working with Thieu, or can we expect troubles 
on -this score? . 

-- Did the Vice President get a sense of rrtarked progress in 
Vietnam since his previous trip?. Are the gains lasting? 

What are the real problems? 

“ I • 




-- Did he get any impression on the impact in Vietnam of 
ou.r operations against the sanctuaries in Cambodia? 

* ♦ * 

• Cambodia 

Chief of State Cheng Heng and Premier Lon Nol expressed their gratitude 
to the Vice President for the assistance and support they have been 
receiving from us. They clearly received the psychological boost which 
you hoped the Vice President's visit would produce, and emphasized 
their desire for the means with which to fight harder to defeat Cambodia's 
enemies. This would give them the ability to do the job themselves and 
, thereby avoid irritants which arise from having foreign troops on their 
’ soil. They also outlined Cambodia's substantial military assistance and ' 

economic needs. 

The Vice President responded that we have earmarked some $40 million 
for military assistance to Cambodia and are taking other steps which 
’ will become evident as time passes. He informed Lon Nol and Sirik 
Matak privately of our decision to loan six helicopters to Cambodia; 

.. the two leaders were extremely grateful. 

1 ' • . * 

You might wish to ask: . 

-- What is the Vice President's candid impression of the leadership 
quality of Lon Nol and Sirik lvlut.uk? Can they bear the loads? 

(Lon Nol has been reportedly ill recently, although he seems 
to have improved. ) 

Thailand 

The atmospherics of the visit were very good, and there was a meeting 
of the minds between the Vice President and the Thai leaders (Prime 
Minister Thanom,.. Foreign Minister Thanat, and top military leaders.) 

4 

In emphasizing our determination to implement the Nixon Doctrine, the 
Vice President hit hard on the point that our Asian friends should avoid 
statements which might complicate Administration relations with the 
Hill and feed U. S. isolationist sentiment. . . 

The Vice President indicated that we would try and work out indirect 
means to support Thai forces in Laos and Cambodia. The Thai expressed 

gratitude for such help, e. g. PL 480. 
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The Thai gave a rundown on military developments in Laos: and Cambodia. 

* They described the situation in Burma as also being of concern to them, 
fearing that anti-government forces there might join Communist elements 

to overthrow the government. _ , _ ^ _ • 

» • ♦ 

► ' 

< • , » 

m • 

You might wish to ask: 

9 * * 

* * /• * 

-- What is the Thai sense of urgency about the military situation 
in Laos, Cambodia, and Burma? (This last is a new point, 

incidentally. ) How do they see Vietnam and Vietnamization? 

• * , . . 

« , « • 

-- Do Thanat and the others really understand our problems 
■ * with Congress and with public opinion, including the press? 

There will be a photo opportunity with the press immediately after your 
• ; meeting with the Vice President. 
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